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Welcome and Zoom Roll Call – Connie Wilson
Welcome friends, families, and graduates to the University of Utah Moab Nursing Virtual
Commencement and Pinning Ceremony. I am Professor Connie Wilson, and I have had
the honor to be your graduates’ Campus Coordinator and Professor of Nursing.
While the students would have preferred to be in a beautiful meeting hall at the Hoodoo
today, we all recognize that the time to celebrate these new nurses is right now!
Graduates, today you have a Zoom audience from all over the globe. Families and
friends are joining us from our neighboring country of MEXICO, and from the states of
CA, WA, MT, WI, ME, New Mexico, Florida, North Carolina, Arizona, Texas, MI, New
Mexico, Colorado, and cities several throughout our beautiful state of Utah. Big shout
out to Monticello, UT is with us today.
Audience, please get familiar with the Zoom layout, and we suggest you look at the top
right of your screen and select the view of the presenter who is talking, not the full grid
to watch the ceremony. Please frequently check to make sure you are muted.
Enough with the rules, let’s get this Party Started with Moab Taiko Dan!!!
Processional:
– Michele Blackburn Vicki Webster Moab Taiko Dan (photo below)
Shanda Thompson –
Will the audience please stand to recognize faculty, special guests, and graduates, and
remain standing for the presentation of the moment of silence to honor health care
workers sacrificing their lives, and the playing of the national anthem?
Connie Explains the moment of silence and will play national anthem with Flag and
Nurses on the screen.
While planning this event, I immediately knew we had to take a moment to recognize
the human tragedy that is unfolding that led to this virtual event. Graduates, you will
quickly be joining various health care teams around the globe who are working together
to fight this horrific virus and provide care to patients who have become victims in their
communities.
While I was thinking about how to recognize the nurses’ lives we have already lost, yet
not take away from your celebration, I received a text message from a USU Moab
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Alumnus, Ben Rehfuss. He is in NYC right now, and he sent me his thoughts and a few
photos. At this time, I want to read just a tiny portion of his text message.
“Connie, I am in NYC working for a few weeks at Columbia Presbyterian. It’s wild
here. Lots of really sick people. Seven hundred people are on ventilators. Almost every
nurse I have spoken to has been sick at some point. Right now, 15 percent of the ED
staff is out sick. The nurses here in NYC are so grateful to have our help. I have been
working 16-hour days with no days off, the feeling of support is so amazing and it has
reworked my faith in our society. I am not trying to sound dramatic but this will be a true
turning point in my life”
Below: Ben Rehfuss, RN and USU Moab graduate working in NYC at the
beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic in Spring 2020

Ben is currently working full-time in SLC at Intermountain Health Center, ICU. He
graduated just 12 months ago this week. He went to NYC with a team of Utah nurses to
help. “
While we listen to the National Anthem, I shared his photos, and also included a few
images of what is happening right now at Moab Regional Hospital.
Rachel starts the slideshow and National Anthem
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Lianna Etchberger

Thank you, Michele Blackburn and Vicki Webster of Moab Taiko Dan, and thank you,
Dignitaries, faculty, graduates, family members, and guests. Please be seated.
Welcome to the 2020 Commencement Ceremony of Utah State University Moab
Nursing Program.
I am Lianna Etchberger, Associate Vice President for USU Moab. We are pleased to
welcome each of you to the program this afternoon---members of the 2020 graduating
class, your family, friends, faculty, and alumni. We recognize many special guests
including:
Dr. Rich Etchberger, Vice Provost for State-Wide Campuses
·
·
Rachel Parker, Professor of Nursing
·
Connie Wilson, Professor of Nursing
·
Tim McGinty, Nursing Instructor
·
Samantha Campbell, Director of Student Services
·
Shanda Thompson, Academic Advisor
·
Allyssa Keogh, Business Services
·
Annie Relph, Director of Nursing Moab Regional Hospital
·
The many Nurses at Moab Regional Hospital who train our
graduates and to the nurses and healthcare workers who are in our
audience today.
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Connie Wilson

- Daysha Lynn Talbert is graduating this year with an Associate Degree in Nursing and a
Bachelor’s degree in Sociology. She has been married to Thomas Talbert for 6 years and
she has a 3-year-old named Theodore with a baby girl on the way. Daysha has served in
the Utah State Student Association as Regional Campus President during the 2019 -2020
school year and as Moab Campus Vice President for the 2018-2019 school year. Nursing is
her passion and she is excited to start a career that I am so passionate about.

Consistent with the format of most graduation ceremonies, tonight we will hear words of
inspiration and wisdom, we will recognize individuals who have given continued and
unceasing support to USU Moab Nursing, and of course, we will recognize our
outstanding graduates, Utah State University’s next generation of alumni. Tonight, is a
celebration of your success in completing your degree.
The students have invited one student, Daysha Talbert, to address us this evening and
one community peer nurse leader Tammy Tucker, RN
Connie turns on the microphone to introduce the student speaker
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Daysha Talbert
Speaks (5-7 minutes & sits down)
Rachel Parker

It is now my pleasure to introduce our commencement speaker, Tammy Tucker, RN.
Tammy Tucker started her nursing career as a single mother with three vivacious children.
Because of dedicated nurses who took her under their wings while working for a home health
agency, she enrolled in nursing school at what was then College of Eastern Utah in Price. She
graduated with her LPN and started working at Castle View Hospital. In 1995 she moved to
Fairview, Utah, and attended Weber State University and graduated with her RN. She was
employed by Intermountain Healthcare and worked in the ER and Med-Surg for 2 years before
transferring to L&D. She enjoyed L&D so much she took a second job at Central Utah Medical
Center in Nephi and worked part-time doing L&D. After she married her husband Jeff in 2001,
she decided to return to school and complete her BSN. This allowed her to branch out to the OR
and served as a manager for 3 years. During this time she was also starting a diabetes clinic.
After teaching for 2,000 hours she was able to sit for and pass the National Diabetes Educators
test. Tammy continues to utilize this certification at her current job as an MRHC case manager.
Tammy has also worked in public health, home health, and Hospice. She has had a diverse
career with rich opportunities for learning and growing. When she is not working as a nurse she
is guiding NorthWash Outfitters Canyoneering, riding her horses, hiking, paddleboarding or
playing with her 8 grandchildren.

Tammy Tucker, RN Speaks (5-7 minutes & sits down)
Rachel Parker, RN Speaks about the year of the nurse and USU year of the Woman (5
minutes)
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Nursing Program – Nursing Theory Commencement Video
Utah State University, Moab recognizes that nursing is a profession that has emerged
over the last five decades largely due to the work of nursing scientists, theorists, and
scholars. I have prepared this fun video to demonstrate the guidance these theories
provide to our nursing program, and how these graduates will use nursing theory in their
careers to build overarching principles that will guide their practice. Feel free to dance
along and turn up the volume.
Connie will introduce the video and play (3-5 minutes)

Presentation and Pinning of USU Nursing Graduates
Tim McGinty BSN, RN – Parting Words to Graduates from a Moab Regional
Hospital Nurse Tim will speak for (2-3 minutes)
Nancy Chartier MSN, RN – History of the Nursing Pin
Nancy with Mark- 2019 USU Moab graduate

Connie will introduce Nancy and she will give the History of nursing Pin (3-5 minutes)
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Lianna Etchberger
The comments and advice of our speakers have been excellent. Yet, it is now time to
get down to business. All of the nursing candidates who have been recommended for
graduation are listed in the Commencement program. We will now proceed to confer
degrees. I have asked Vice Provost, Rich Etchberger and Professor Connie Wilson to
address the audience and, on behalf of USU President Noelle Cockett, to confer the
degrees.
Connie Wilson MSN, RN
She will then ask all USU graduates to turn on micro-phone one at a time starting with
Certificates, then Associate Degrees. She will call the names and degrees of each USU
graduate one at a time
CERTIFICATE OF
COMPLETION
Natalee Young
Jessica Hull

APPLIED ASSOCIATE
DEGREE OF
NURSING
Amanda Wilbur
Andrea Carvajal
Daysha Talbert
Kristi Clark
Samantha Perna
Giovanna Chavira
Alice Friend

Graduates.
When name is called your photos will be displayed on the slideshow and family can turn
on their microphones and cheer. Connie will say a few words about each graduate.
Then the family in the room with the student will place the nursing pin on the student.
Connie will then ring the cow bells. Move onto the next student.
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Jessica Hull

Is a first-year nursing student and a mother to Brickston. She was born in Moab, Utah
and has lived in Moab most of her life.
Before Jessica started college courses to become a nurse she worked was a mother
and she worked in home health for the elderly. Jessica has not decided yet on where
she wants to be in 5 years. Her current goal is to work towards her bachelor’s degree
and eventually a master’s degree in nursing.
Jessica, it has been an honor getting to know you this year, and see you become a
nurse and a patient advocate. You are so sharp, and don’t always give yourself the
credit you deserve for all your hard work and your accomplishments. Congratulations
Jessica, you are creating an amazing life for yourself and Brickston has an amazing
mother to look up to.
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Natalee Ann Young

Is a single mother to two handsome little boys Jax and Boston.
Natalee is a first-year nursing student and prior to school she was a full-time mom and part
time makeup artist. Natalee hopes to be working as an OB nurse and part time at a medical
spa. Natalee is looking forward to the future education and all the amazing experiences I
will gain on this journey.
Natalee, you are an amazing person. You work hard for yourself and for your family. Your
compassion, and hard work has made you a great student and a great nurse. Everywhere you
go at Moab Regional Hospital people are excited to see you and happy to see how well you are
doing. Never underestimate yourself. Congratulations Natalee.
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ADN Students
Andrea Bane

Andrea Bane, proud mom of Tristan and Austin, married to her husband Taylor Bane (13 years
this June) and she would not have made it without the support of her people.
Prior to Nursing School Andrea was raising a family, taking pre-reqs at SLCC, tried dental
assisting and even thought about teaching, but soon found out nursing was her destiny and I’ve
never looked back!!
In 5-year Drea hopes to have completed my BSN, be working as a Labor and Delivery nurse,
and doing what I love!!!!
Drea is an artist and promotes beauty. She is a role model to our cohort as she honors her
patients for their wholeness and provides comfort and balance. Drea understands that
acceptance is the first step for providing patient-centered care.
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Giovanna Chavira

Is a mother to a wonderful 4-year-old girl named Adilene and with a baby boy on the way due
Oct. 4th, Gio is Married to my husband Guillermo Murguia, for 5 years. She would like to thank
all my family including my parents Elsa and Javier, siblings Liz and Adrian that supported me
since day one.
Prior to Nursing School Gio was working at MRH kitchen cooking for the elderly and the ill, after
just one year she decided it was time to further her education and then started prerequisites to
the nursing program. In 5 years, Giovanna would love to be working in labor and delivery and
hopefully start the BSN program.
I met Giovanna while she was working in the Kitchen at Moab Regional Hospital. This brave
young girl, (she was young then) came up to me outside the Labor and Delivery room and
looked me in the eye and said I want to be you. I immediately thought oh she wants to be a
nurse. I started talking to Gio about how to get into nursing school. She then told me no, I want
to be a L&D nurse just like you, and I am going to do it. Giovanna has done it. I think she may
have decided she liked newborns more than moms, but Gio let NOTHING stop in her way. Gio
is honest and authentic and promotes the value of hard work and education among her peers.
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Kristi Clark

Kristi Clark, is someone who has been consumed by an intoxicating love for all things medical
for as long as I can remember. I am an adrenaline junkie. Sailing, SCUBA, aviation, intense
international travel involving immersion in a country’s culture, and cuisine, are but a smattering
of what helps to make me who I am.
Prior to nursing school Kristi worked as a medical assistant at MRH with a life of appreciating
SE Utah through some of my hobbies such as aviation (lighter than air and fixed wing),
international travel, sampling various cuisines, silversmithing, music, and painting.
In 5 years she hopes to take my educational accomplishments to even greater heights,
and deliver the best possible healthcare to the citizens of SE Utah. I plan
on resuming what I so enjoyed out of life before my fantastic educational
experience here at USU Moab!
Kristi is a care-giver and a leader. She was elected and served as State-Wide Campus Student
Vice President. Kristi is busy taking care of everyone in her path. When working with Kristi I
think of the Nurse Theorist Jean Watson, as she demonstrates loving-kindness and creates an
environment of healing.
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Alice Friend

Is the daughter of Tom & Nancy Friend. Alice is married to a renaissance man named Nathan
Burnham with whom she shares three children: Maggie, Lillian & Jack.
Alice is grateful to have had a strong foundation from which to grow. She appreciated all of my
extended family: the blood relations who put up with my childhood shenanigans & the adoptive
family members who have put up with her subsequent ones!
She has loved every place I’ve ever lived and she is grateful for those experiences (though
sometimes only with the benefit of hindsight!). She looks forward to many more adventures to
come.
It is immediately evident that Alice is in harmony with her mind, body and soul. She is a true
example of health. Alice joined our cohort this year and with her added spunk and curiosity we
became an even number 8. Thank you, Alice, for teaching our cohort how to look for both
adventure and knowledge. No matter what part of nursing you decide to practice, I know Alice
that you will promote best-practice, knowledge, and holistic healing.
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Samantha Perna

Is a Daughter of Diane Atherton, RN and Stuart Perna. She is also a Proud sister of Shane and
Steven Perna and dog-mom to Bentley.
Sam started her long journey towards my nursing degree after graduating high school in 2011.
After several breaks, odd jobs, and moving across the country, she is finally where she always
dreamed of being. 5 years from now, she hopes to have her MSN and be working in and being
the head nurse in whatever field I end up in.
Samantha is always present. She demonstrates this by being a dedicated and organized student.
Sam has shown her peers how to use organization and self-control. She knows how to get what
she wants done and it allows her plenty of time to play. She also knows how to use these skills
to be a care-giver. She creates energetic and intentional caring relationships. Her future patients
will be well cared for as she knows how to open up and make connections.
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Daysha Lynn Talbert

Prior to nursing school Daysha was working at Desert Rivers Credit Union and wanted
something that gave me more fulfillment. She realized that nursing was my calling after she
gave birth to her son and had amazing nurses at MRH that took care of me. In 5 years Daysha
hopes to be helping deliver babies as a Labor and Delivery Nurse as well as earning a Master’s
in Nursing.
As her family and friends already know Daysha is a natural leader. I have watched Daysha
guide and mentor these graduates through prerequisites, admission, service opportunities, and
course work. With Daysha around no-one gets left behind. I often call Daysha my mini-me,
however watching her in action I realize she has much to teach me. The only thing I have left to
teach her is how to say NO. Daysha takes every opportunity to be part of the human experience
professionally, personally, and scholarly.

Amanda Wilbur

Originally from Ogden, I moved to Moab with my dog 2 years ago, which was made possible
with the overwhelming support of her parents, John & Karen. It has been an incredible journey
for Amanda!
Amanda lived in northern Utah and I had a very rewarding job of working with people with
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disabilities. During that time, she was also attending Weber State University completing my
nursing perquisites.
Living in Moab has felt like a two-year vacation for Amanda. One with an overwhelming amount
of homework, but a vacation nonetheless. She hopes to keep this trend going by moving to
another amazing place and working in the Emergency Department there. Who knows, maybe
after some experience she will make my way back here :) She will also have completed my BSN
in May 2021, so maybe I’ll be in school for my Master’s degree.
Amanda is our rock. I love that Amanda questions everything. I feel a student has arrived when
they know how to look at a patient care plan and pick apart things that could be better or
different. Amanda just naturally looks at the world that way. She wants more out of every
situation and she looks for new possibilities. Amanda knows how to question yet respect the
answers given. She blends scientific knowledge with the opportunity to know how to react in the
moment.

Vice Provost, Rich Etchberger
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It is a great night to be part of your celebration. It is my honor this evening to represent
President Noelle Cockett and to officially confer upon you the degree which you have
earned.
“By virtue of the authority vested in me by the State of Utah and the State Board
of Regents, I confer upon you the degree appropriate to the requirements you
have met. Congratulations, Utah State University Class of 2020.”
Parting Words – Connie Wilson
1-2 mins
Graduates, it is normal to graduate from college and feel uncertain about your future.
However, graduating in the middle of a Pandemic you are now not alone. There is not a
human in the world that does not feel uncertain about what tomorrow will bring.
However, out of chaos we know great things emerge. We know you will all be part of
those great things.
Respectfully challenge authority. Always be brave but don't be stupid. When someone
tells you it is too hard, do it anyway. Remember to say “what has happened to that
patient NOT what is wrong with that patient.” Anticipate what could go wrong, but don’t
let the patients see you sweat.

Most of all, just be NICE!

“Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end.
But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning” Winston Churchill
With the Recessional we complete the program and the Commencement ceremonies
for Utah State University Moab stand adjourned.
Taiko Dan- play recessional music (Pictured below)
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Starts the music (Just like in the beginning).
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Professor Rachel Parker presents at 2020 Zoom Graduation

Class of 2020 Zoom graduation while in lock-down.
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Class of 2020

Professor Rachel Parker and USU Moab Graduate Mikenna Clokey supporting Black Lives Matter at
Moab Regional Hospital after nation-wide protests following the murders of George Floyd, Breonna
Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery
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Mark Weissenger and Mikenna Clokey 2019 USU Moab Graduates on the “old campus”

Class of 2019, LPNs, and ADNs
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Samantha Perna 2020 in classroom 109W on the “old campus”

Class 2018 LPNs and ADNS
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Class of 2021 LPNS and ADNs, with Professors
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2020 USU Moab Graduate, Samantha Perna, in the Moab Regional Hospital Operating Room locker
room for clinical rotation
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Images from 2020 Zoom graduation slideshow
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Nancy Chartier, RN MSN USU Moab nursing professor until 2019, at Zoom graduation 2020

Class of 2022 at the first clinical rotation of USU Moab students at St. Mary’s Hospital in Grand
Junction Colorado. Fall 2021
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Class of 2022 in Room 103E in the “old building” with guest lecturer Merisa, sharing her experience as
a parent of a child with cystic fibrosis. Spring 2022

The last class to have classes at the Old Downtown Campus. Class of 2023 in room 109W. Spring
2022 just before the new campus opens
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